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A Prayer for the King 

Everlasting God, we pray for our new King. 
Bless his reign and the life of our nation. 

Help us to work together so that truth and justice,  
harmony and fairness 
flourish alongside us; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 

 
 
On 6th May His Majesty King Charles III will be crowned alongside Camilla,  
 The Queen Consort, in Westminster Abbey.  
How can we pray for him, as he approaches this important event? Paul 
says: ‘I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for kings 
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.’  
      For God’s presence – to guide every aspect of King Charles’ life as he prepares for his Coronation 
and future roles. At his Accession, he was proclaimed Defender of the Faith, the Supreme Governor 
of the Church of England. Charles has talked about ‘the Sovereign’s particular relationship and 
responsibility towards the Church of England – the Church in which my own faith is so deeply 
rooted.’  
      For God’s wisdom – as he provides leadership that will honour God and promote the wellbeing 
of our society. King Solomon prayed for wisdom for himself: ‘So give your servant a discerning heart 
to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong.’  
     For God’s love – to strengthen all relationships within the Royal Family; for reconciliation, 
understanding, forgiveness and good communication. 
     For God’s purpose – to be fulfilled through the work of the King and Queen Consort and 
their family in the years to come. He has said: ‘and whatever may be your background or beliefs, I 
shall endeavour to serve you with loyalty, respect and love, as I have throughout my life.’ 
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Magazine Information
Dear Magazine Subscribers.

Please submit any information,
articles, poems, pictures etc. for:

JUNE MAGAZINE
by

MONDAY May 15th 
*** The magazines will be ready to collect from Sat 27th May ***

Editor: Anne Lindsley   4888126/ annelindsley1@gmail.com
Distribution: Pat & Bill Heslop   4887396/ billheslop7396@gmail.com 
Advertising: Tony Lister 4145489/anthony.lister1912@outlook.com

From the Editor:-  The parish magazine continues to be 
published month after month but…there has been nothing 
new or different for a long time – since the days of Covid!. 
     So I ask you:- 
What would you like to see done to improve the magazine?
   Please will you email me – annelindsley1@gmail.com, write 
to me leaving your suggestion in church, where I know I will 
receive it.
  I think I can cope with criticism as well!!
  I look forward to hearing from you soon.  
   Anne Lindsley  – editor.
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The Call of God

Poor old Matthias the Apostle does get messed about a bit. His feast 
day used to be on 24th February, and then it was changed to 14th May 
some years ago. But this year it has been transferred to Monday 15th 
May because a saint’s day cannot take precedence over a Sunday in 
Eastertide.

In the book of Acts we are told that Peter, as leader of the earliest 
church community in Jerusalem after the resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus, decided that the vacancy among the twelve apostles after the 
death of Judas the betrayer should be filled. With this in mind it was 
agreed among the eleven apostles that a suitable candidate should be 
found, the qualifications being that whoever was chosen should have 
been a follower of Jesus during his ministry and someone who had seen 
the Risen Lord after Easter.

Two candidates were “shortlisted”; Joseph known as Barsabbas, and 
Matthias. Both were excellent men and there was nothing to choose 
between them. So after prayer the apostles cast lots and they fell in 
favour of Matthias. In other words a “spin of the coin” decided the 
matter! So Matthias became one of “The Twelve”. 

When I was on a school governing body I was often reminded of this 
story when we interviewed candidates for teaching posts. It sometimes 
happened that there was nothing to choose between two outstanding 
applicants and we would agonise over making a decision. We never 
actually relied on the spin of a coin, but it was all a bit like that 
sometimes and we felt keenly the disappointment of the unsuccessful 
person. Our only consolation was the certainty that he or she would be 
successful at a later date.

Whether Joseph known as Barsabbas was disappointed at not becoming 
one of the Twelve we don’t know. Perhaps he was holy enough to 
simply accept it as God’s will, but we can safely assume that he found a 
role in the church that used his talents to the full.
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We know this because not long after the appointment of Matthias the 
day of Pentecost arrived and the Holy Spirit was poured out on the 
Church and all the disciples found a new enthusiasm, a new dimension 
to their God given gifts, and an awareness of the Church as the body of 
Christ to which all made a contribution.

God calls each one of us to his service and that call comes in many 
different ways. It can come through success or disappointment, in good 
times or in bad. But our hearts must be open to the Spirit before that 
call can be discerned.

Pentecost is a time of the Church’s Year that helps us to open our hearts 
to the Spirit as we recall the happenings of the day that the Church 
came to life.

 St Paul wrote, “The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit he has given us”. That love will not only comfort, 
guide and empower us, but call us to be what God would have us be.
So on May 15th remember not only St Matthias, but also Joseph called 
Barsabbas. Let them remind us of the many different ways God calls and 
ask “To what is he calling me?”
 Canon Peter Waterhouse.

Things ……PLEASE insert through out!! 

 

TT
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CCaalleennddaarr  ffoorr  sseerrvviicceess  &&  eevveennttss  ffoorr  MMAAYY

 
Sunday 7th           8am  Holy Communion 
5th Sunday       10am   Sung Eucharist 
of Easter             Acts 7. 55-end 
                              1Peter 2. 2-10 
                              John 14. 1-14 
 
Wed 10th             10am Holy Communion 
_____________________________________ 
Saturday 13th    Baptisms 
_____________________________________ 
Sunday 14th     10am Sung Eucharist 
6th Sunday       Acts 17. 22-31 
of  Easter           1Peter 3. 13-end  
                           John 14. 15-21 
_____________________________________ 
Wed 17th          10am Holy Communion 
 
 
 

Sunday 21st     8am Holy Communion 
7th Sunday      10am Sung Eucharist 
 of Easter         Acts 1. 6-14 
                          1Peter 3. 12-14; 5 5-11 
                           John 17. 1-11 
_____________________________________ 
Wed 24th         10 am  Holy Communion  
_____________________________________               
Saturday 27th   Baptisms  
_____________________________________ 
Sunday 28th    10am    Sung Eucharist 
8th Sunday       Acts 2. 1-21    
of  Easter           Corinthians 12. 3b-13  
                            John 20.19-23 
                            3pm    Evensong 
                            Joel 2. 21-end 
                            Acts 2. 14-21 
Wed 31st        10 am Holy Communion 

  

 

 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 14TH-20TH MAY

Farmers in Malawi need our help…..they need 
to plant better seeds, secure a fairer price for 

the crops and build happier futures for their children.
The farmers are paying the price for Global Crisis – food, fruit, 
fertiliser, school fees have all doubled in price in the last 12 
months. Hard working farmers are seeing their harvests fail as the 
climate crisis brings increasingly erratic weather.
Christian Aid is at its most powerful when disasters happen….
but…. it needs our donations to enable them to help the families 
build back the damage caused by flood waters and to support 
their vital work around the world.

PLEASE DONATE TODAY.



6

Volunteer Required for Hall Treasurer
The Buildings and Hall Management Committee, of the PCC, are looking 
for a new Treasurer, able to look after the Committee’s Finances.
The Committee meets regularly and is answerable  to the PCC. The 
volunteer would be responsible for preparing, managing, publishing 
the quarterly Accounts, paying the bills and banking all income received 
from the Hall Users.
 If anyone is interested in this office, or knows someone who may be, 
please contact: 
Brian Wilson: baakwilson@hotmail.co.uk  or the Church Wardens, Joan 
Porteous and  Ann Wilson (details on inside cover of the magazine)  for 
further information.

“We are a national charity working to transform the 
hopes and happiness of young people facing abuse, 
exploitation and neglect. We support them through 
their most serious life challenges and we campaign 
tirelessly for the big social changes that will improve 
the lives of those who need hope most. We've been 
doing this for 140 years and we won't stop until we've 
built a society where hope is alive in every child.”

Will all Children’s Society Box holders please hand them in for 
emptying and counting during May please. Boxes can be left on the 
front pew near the church door, or if you would like me to collect 
yours then please phone or email me. Thank you. 
 
Following the recent closure of many local branches of banks, including 
in Whickham, it is becoming increasingly difficult to pay in cash over 
the counter. Therefore, I would ask you to consider replacing your 
collection box with a regular direct debit payment. I can supply you 
with a form which you fill in and send to The Children’s Society, who 
will then notify your bank. 
 
Sue Gornall 07980 883585 or asgornall@hotmail.com 
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BEWARE……..this is genuine
      If you are contacted by a clergyman asking you for money, beware! It 
is a scammer.
Scammers have been impersonating various clergy, including even the 
Archbishop of York, to ask priests and other church people to buy them 
Amazon vouchers and online gift cards.
The scammers use either emails or texts, and their message is along 
the lines: “I have a request I need you to handle discreetly.” They then 
say: “I am currently busy in a prayer meeting, so no calls – just reply to 
my email.” Then the message asks the intended victim to send them 
financial help, usually in the form of vouchers or gift cards.
The police reckon that the scammers have trawled church websites for 
the contact details of clergy and parish officials. At least one person is 
believed to have been fooled – and lost £1000 in a scam.
As diocesan spokesman said: “It seems this is a national trend.” The 
police are looking into it, and meanwhile, advising people that: “Clergy 
will never ask you to give them money, vouchers, or personal banking 
details directly, even to help someone in need…. it is a scam.”

Things ……PLEASE insert through out!! 

 

TT



8

St Mary’s Parish Church doesn’t just offer services on Sundays, Wednesdays and Holy days, there are 
many other activities which happen within the family of the church.  
     Play and Praise in St Mary’s Centre every Thursday, during term time, 10-11 30am . 
     Messy Church every Sunday in term time 9 45-11am, in the Rectory hall, Church Chare. 
There is also: 

 
GROUP 67 meets in St Mary’s centre on the first Monday of each 
month at 1 30pm. Here they are decorating Easter eggs! The ladies 
would be delighted if you would like to join them and get involved in 
all the activities that they get up to!   For more details ring Beth Smith 
0191 4881631 
 
 
 

 

 
 
MOTHERS UNION – the MU as we affectionally call it - is a Christian 
organisation that has been been supporting families worldwide for over 140 
years. As members we demonstrate our faith in action.  We work towards 
stopping poverty, inequality and injustice. Our work is carried out around the 
world, bringing hope and practical support to millions of people, through 

parenting, literacy and community development programmes. 
Here in Whickham we have speakers and events which help us to be aware of what is happening 
both locally and worldwide, to enable us to support our aims and objectives.  
We meet on the 2nd Monday of each month, starting in church at 1 30pm for a short service and 
then along to the Centre to hear a speaker and enjoy a cup of tea and biscuits. 
Please think about joining us.   
NB. Due to Bank Holidays our next meeting is not until June 13th. 
 
All we do at St Mary’s is open to everyone – do come and join in. 
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Each year as we look at Creation 
we see the cycle of the seasons. 
The earth comes alive in spring, 
blossoms and bears fruit in summer, 
gives up its goodness and glory in 
autumn, and seems to die in the 
sleep of cold winter. Each of those 

seasons has its moods and feelings, which we find mirrored in 
the turn of human life.
The joy of spring and summer go hand in hand with the sadness 
and resignation of autumn and winter in all that life brings us. 
When we look at our Lady in the Gospels, and this month of May 
is Mary’s month, we see that mixture of joy and sadness.
In the Annunciation and at Christmas we share in the wonder and 
happiness of motherhood and new birth. A Son is born, but that 
birth brings anxiety and strain. Those strange words of Simeon in 
the Temple, losing the child in Jerusalem, watching her son grow, 
only to be rejected and crucified – these experiences brought 
Mary heartache and sorrow. But her maternal love sustains 
her through it all, and Mary is with the disciples at the glorious 
moment of Pentecost.
This range of moods in creation and in the life of Mary is caught 
up in the painting, ‘The Madonna of the Meadow’ by Giovanni 
Bellini. He came from a family of Renaissance painters, and this 
work was created around 1500. It now hangs in the National 
Gallery in London. The background is full of the details of the 
world of nature and everyday life. We see some cows grazing 
and others resting. A farmer tends the livestock on one side of 
the painting, while a herdsman relaxes on the other. Mary in the 

Each year as we look at Creation we see the cycle of the seasons. 
The earth comes alive in spring, blossoms and bears fruit in 
summer, gives up its goodness and glory in autumn, and seems to 
die in the sleep of cold winter. Each of those seasons has its moods 
and feelings, which we find mirrored in the turn of human life. 
The joy of spring and summer go hand in hand with the sadness 
and resignation of autumn and winter in all that life brings us. 
When we look at our Lady in the Gospels, and this month of May is 
Mary’s month, we see that mixture of joy and sadness. 

In the Annunciation and at Christmas we share in the wonder and happiness of motherhood and 
new birth. A Son is born, but that birth brings anxiety and strain. Those strange words of Simeon in 
the Temple, losing the child in Jerusalem, watching her son grow, only to be rejected and crucified – 
these experiences brought Mary heartache and sorrow. But her maternal love sustains her through 
it all, and Mary is with the disciples at the glorious moment of Pentecost. 
This range of moods in creation and in the life of Mary is caught up in the painting, ‘The Madonna of 
the Meadow’ by Giovanni Bellini. He came from a family of Renaissance painters, and this work was 
created around 1500. It now hangs in the National Gallery in London. The background is full of the 
details of the world of nature and everyday life. We see some cows grazing and others resting. A 
farmer tends the livestock on one side of the painting, while a herdsman relaxes on the other. Mary 
in the centre is part of that creation with the blue of her robe like the sky above, while the russet 
shades beneath that blue mirror the earth on which she rests. 
As we look more closely, we can see some disturbing signs of ‘nature red in tooth and claw.’ There is 
a bird to our left – perhaps a crane or egret – that is fighting with a snake. Above, on the top of a tall, 
thin, leafless tree there is another bird as black as death. We look at the babe sleeping in His 
mother’s arms and sense His vulnerability for all her protective love. Some 30 years later Mary will 
cradle her Son in that same pose as His body is taken down from the cross: that heart-rending 
moment we know as the Pietà. 
The Venetian landscape is like a peaceful May afternoon where spring is dissolving into high summer 
amid those contented signs of a clear sky and cows grazing. The serpent and the raven tell us that 
struggle and death can easily invade that scene. But they somehow pale into insignificance as we 
ponder that luminous affirmation of new life in the mother and child that dominate the canvas. They 
proclaim life; they proclaim life after death. The babe sleeping in Mary’s arms will wake and grow 
through the seasons of life. Too soon we know His body will hang on a barren tree like the one 
where that bird of death perches. But that cycle of birth and spring leading to death and winter will 
be transformed as His risen body will walk into another landscape – the garden of Easter where the 
leaves never wither and the sky never darkens, for in that resurrection joy, all is life and light and life 
eternal. 
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Smile Lines

When children meet the Bible, the result can be 

unpredictable, as in these answers to a school 

chaplain’s efforts to teach RE….

~ The main purpose of the prophets was to set up the lights for when 

Jesus came on the stage.

~ The Kingdom of God is no ordinary place like the bathroom at home.

~ Jesus said: If you want to divorce your wife leave a note for her on the 

table.

~ Jesus healed a man with a weathered hand.

~ Some of the seed from the sower was curried off by Satan.

~ The last verses of Mark’s gospel were written later by a unanimous 

person.

~ Jesus first proclaimed the gospel to the Jews: He told them to make 

love to each other.

~ An altar is a stall for candles.

~ An example of Holy Orders are the Ten Commandments.

~ An epistle is the wife of an apostle.

 

Five exercises that clergy should avoid – at all costs       *Beating your 

head against the wall * climbing the walls * beating your own drum 

*dragging your heels * jumping to conclusions * grasping at straws * 

fishing for compliments * throwing your weight around * passing the 

buck * using clichés.

The Confessional       A Roman Catholic priest was called away on an 

emergency. Not wanting to leave the confessional booth unattended, 

he asked his rabbi friend to cover for him. The rabbi protested that he 
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wouldn't know what to say, but the priest promised to show him. So, 

the rabbi came over and joined the priest in the confessional booth.    

 In a few minutes a woman came in and said, "Father, forgive me for I 

have sinned." The priest asked what she had done. "I stole some clothes 

from the boutique."  The priest asked how many times she had done 

this.  "three times. "The priest thought a moment, then said:  "Say two 

Hail Mary's, put £5 in the box ,go and sin no more."

A few minutes later a man entered the confessional. "Father, forgive 

me for I have sinned." The priest asked what he had done. "I stole some 

stuff from the garage where I work.”  The priest asked how many times 

he had done this. "three times." The priest thought a moment, then 

said: "Say two Hail Mary's, put £5 in the box and go and sin no more."

The rabbi told the priest that he thought that he got the hang of it, so 

the priest left. A few minutes later, a woman entered the confessional 

booth and said, "Father, forgive me for I have sinned." The rabbi asked 

what she had done. "I stole some make-up from the pharmacist." The 

rabbi asked how many times she had done this. "just once”  The rabbi 

thought a moment, then said: “Go do it twice more, they have a special 

offer this week - three for £5."

Found on church pew-sheets….

• The youth group will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in 

the church hall this Friday at 7pm.  The congregation is warmly 

invited to attend this tragedy.

• Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the church. Please use the 

large double door at the side entrance.

Mark      When the late Dean of York was asked why he called his 

stumpy-tailed fox terrier ‘Mark’, he explained: “The New Testament 
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contains the life-stories of our Lord by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 

Mark’s is the shortest tale!”

Life abundant                Two students from a theological training 

college decided to spend part of their holiday in the countryside doing 

outreach. They stopped at an old farm house and proceeded up the 

path through a group of screaming children and a washing line heavy 

with wet clothes. When they got near the door, the woman of the 

house stopped scrubbing the steps, brushed her hair and perspiration 

from her brow, and asked them what they wanted. “We’d like to tell you 

how you can live forever,” they answered.

The exhausted woman hesitated for a moment, and then replied, 

“Thank you, but I don’t think I could stand it!”

Married        How many women can one man marry? A little boy who 

attended his first wedding worked that one out pretty quick: the answer 

is 16.  It is easy, if you think about it.  Four better, four worse, four 

richer, four poorer, so it comes to 16.

Lesson   A nervous Head boy was reading the New Testament Lesson in 

Assembly for Pentecost: “Here beginneth the first Actor of the Chaps.”

Blessing      It was the five-year-old boy’s first trip down to the 

Communion rail at church. Fascinated, he watched the vicar place a 

wafer in the palm of each person kneeling before him. When the vicar 

reached the little boy, he ignored the child’s out-stretched palm, and 

laid his hand on the child’s head in a gentle blessing instead. The boy, 

utterly bewildered, whispered to his father in a piercing voice; “He’s put 

it on my head!”
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Holy Baptisms  
March 11th                    Harry Joseph Brown            Whickham 
March 22nd                   Roman Joseph Bell              Whickham 
                                        Sofia Addison Neve             Dunston 
           "May they grow in the faith into which they have been baptised and come to 
confirmation" 
Holy Matrimony 
April 15th                       Craig Mundy and Bethany Grace Abbott 
                      "Those who God has joined together let no one put asunder" 
Funerals 
March 13th              Brian Thompson     87                        Whickham 
March 22nd             June Wilson             85       (formerly of) Whickham 
March 24th              Gerald Dodd           83                          Whickham 
                                  Coral Wilson           76                          Whickham 
                                 Lillian Ripon              89                         Whickham 
                                 Robert Ellison           68                         Gateshead 
                                 Mavis Pryor              90                          Whickham 
                                 Edna Summers         81                          Whickham 
 

"May they rest in peace and rise in glory" 
 
 
 

 
 
 


