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Thank you, Father, that you raised Jesus 
from the dead on that first Easter Day and 
that He is alive now and forever. 
Thank you that whoever believes in Him 
and turns away from selfish living and 
towards you can be forgiven through His 
name. 
Thank you that Jesus is the same today as 
He was then and will always be.
Thank you for the Bible – your inspired, 

unchanging, and living word to guide us.
Help us to hold fast to Your teaching and not to be led 
astray. 
Your Word is truth.
Fill us with Your Holy Spirit, Lord, that we might be Your 
faithful, fruitful Resurrection People. In the name of our 
living Lord, Jesus.  
Amen.                                    
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member of St Mary’s had celebrated his 90th birthday.  Joe Purvis please accept our belated 
CONGRATULATIONS. 
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Easter 
How do we see God? 
If we look back through time from the birth of Jesus, we can find that the people 
have always worshipped God and have recognised his supremacy as Creator, 
provider and sustainer. People worshipped him. Yet, they did not perceive his true 
nature, nor did they to see his ‘heart’. Perhaps fearful of his power, people sought 
his benevolence and appeasement, and so created and enforced societal rules, 
often underpinned by sacrificial practices in an attempt to bring control over people 
and nations alike. The principle is simple, ‘if you do this, in this way, God will bless 
us’. We should be careful that religion never seeks to manipulate people, or with 
some misplaced vain intent, God himself. 
How does God want us to see him? 
With the birth of Jesus, God chose that moment to reveal his heart. God sent his 
Son among us to show his love, and so begin to change people’s perceptions and 
understanding of how, he sees us. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have everlasting life. 
Jn 3.16’. God’s sacrificial love given on the cross, will never die; it is seen, and its 
efficacy made real in Jesus’ resurrection. Yet God does not manipulate or enforce us 
to love him… love can only ever be given freely. Jesus loved us, and still does, 
because he is risen! For those who see and believe this, then that love is known and 
lived out through the lives of changed hearts. This is where Jesus meets us. He 
breaks open the ‘boxed in’ perceptions of our minds, and frees hearts, to the 
knowledge that there is nothing in heaven or on earth that can constrain him, not 
even death, simply because of his eternal love for us. 
The reality of Easter should make us tremble in humility, witnesses to such a deep 
life giving love. Christ died, Christ is risen, Christ is. When our hearts know this, our 
minds are opened. No longer should doctrines, ideologies, nations, cultures or 
traditions limit the reality of God at work in us. The resurrection is that big! 
But does it really make a difference? 
Christians no longer need to hide way in darkened rooms, or to hide behind ever 
changing rules and regulations of society. Rather, we are called to break out of 
whatever tomb imprisons us, proudly proclaiming the new life of God’s love freely 
given. We have been liberated to actively live out the hope and desires that God has 
for his world. Death has no dominion over him. Evil quakes at the reality of the risen 
Lord Jesus. 
John Harvey said… ‘I like the thrill of imagining the unimaginable: the One who made 
the sun, the moon and the stars bursting out not just from the tomb, but from every 
box into which we try to put him, striding free and majestic and totally out of control, 
into our lives; inviting, challenging, summoning us to be free… like him!’ 
 Happy Easter Barry 
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CCaalleennddaarr  ffoorr  sseerrvviicceess  &&  eevveennttss  ffoorr  AAPPRRIILL

 
Sunday 2nd           10am   Sung Eucharist 
Palm Sunday     Isaiah 50.  4-9a 
                             Philippians 2. 5-11 
                             The Passion 
_______________________________-__ 
Mon 3rd            1 30pm   MU Quiet Hour  
                                             & Eucharist 
_____________________________________ 
Tues 4th             10am     Stations of the Cross 
_____________________________________ 
Wed 5th             10am    Holy Communion 
Thurs 6th             Maundy Thursday  
                  7pm Eucharist of the Lord’s Supper 
                           Exodus 12. 1-4, 11-14 
                           1 Corinthians 11. 23-26 
                           John 13. 1-17, 31b-35 
Friday 7th            GOOD FRIDAY 
                     Noon-1pm    Reflective music by  
                                            Choir and organ 
                      2pm              Good Friday Liturgy 
 8th        Holy Saturday          No services 
9th    EASTER DAY     ‘He is Risen!’        
                             10am  Sung Eucharist 
_____________________________________ 
Wed 12th          10am Holy Communion 
 
PLEASE put Barry’s poster – 2a – here xx 

 
Sunday 16th        8am   Holy Communion 
2nd Sunday      10am  Sung Eucharist 
of Easter          Acts 2. 14a, 22-32 
                          1 Peter 1. 3-9 
                          John 20. 19-end  
_____________________________________               
Wednesday 19th   10am Holy Communion 
_____________________________________ 
Saturday 22nd         Baptisms 
_____________________________________ 
Sunday 23rd    10am    Sung Eucharist 
                           Acts 2. 14a, 36-41 
                           1 Peter 1. 17-23 
                           Luke 24. 13-35 
                           3pm    Evensong 
                           Haggai 1. 13-2.9 
                           1 Corinthians 3. 10-17 
____________________________________ 
Wed  28th          10am Holy Communion 
_____________________________________ 
Saturday 29th 
Sunday 30th      10am  Sung Eucharist 
                           Acts 2. 42-end 
                           1 Peter 2. 19-end 
                           John 10. 1-10 
_____________________________________ 
 

 

Please can this go – even if squashed up – under church services and before the eater poster on 
page 4. 
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The events of Easter took place over a week, traditionally called 
Passion Week.
It began on Palm Sunday. After all His teaching and healing, Jesus had 
built a following.
On the Sunday before He was to die, Jesus and His followers arrived at 
Jerusalem. The city was crowded. Jewish people were arriving from to 
celebrate Passover. This commemorates how they had escaped from 
slavery in Egypt nearly 1,500 year earlier.
Jesus rode into the city on a young donkey. He was greeted like a 
conquering hero. Cheering crowds waved palm branches in tribute. 
He was hailed as the Messiah who had come to re-establish a Jewish 
kingdom.
The next day they returned to Jerusalem. Jesus went to the temple, 
the epicentre of the Jewish faith, and confronted the money-changers 
and merchants who were ripping off the people. He overturned their 
tables and accused them of being thieves. The religious authorities were 
alarmed and feared how He was stirring up the crowds.
On the Tuesday, they challenged Jesus, questioning His authority. He 
answered by challenging and condemning their hypocrisy. Later that 
day Jesus spoke to His disciples about future times. He warned them 
about fake religious leaders; the coming destruction of Jerusalem; 
wars, earthquakes and famines; and how His followers would face 
persecution.
By midweek the Jewish religious leaders and elders were so angry with 
Jesus that they began plotting to arrest and kill Him. One of Jesus’ 
disciples, Judas, went to the chief priests and agreed to betray Him to 
them.
Jesus and the 12 disciples gathered on the Thursday evening to 
celebrate the Passover meal. This is known as the Last Supper. During 
the evening, Jesus initiated a ritual still marked by Christians – Holy 
Communion – which commemorates His death. Jesus broke bread and 
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shared it and a cup of wine with His disciples.
Judas then left to meet the other plotters. Jesus continued to teach 
the others and then went outside into an olive grove to pray. He even 
prayed for all future believers. He agonised over what was to come but 
chose the way of obedience. The Bible book, Luke, records Him praying, 
‘Father if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will but 
yours be done’. Minutes later Judas arrived with soldiers and the chief 
priests and Jesus was arrested.

 As the traditional Easter story is rehearsed again this month, you may 
notice that there is one name that frequently occurs. It is that of the 
‘other’ Mary – not the mother of Jesus, but Mary of Magdalene, who 
stood by her at the cross and became the first person actually to meet 
the risen Christ.
That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been 
delivered by Jesus from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for 
some dark and horrible affliction of body, mind or spirit. As a result, her 
devotion to Him was total and her grief at His death overwhelming.
   In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’ a 
harlot who was rescued and forgiven by Jesus but there is no evidence 
to prove she was a ‘fallen woman’ but the contrast is sublime, Mary 
the virgin mother, the symbol of purity. Mary Magdalene, the scarlet 
woman who was saved and forgiven, the symbol of redemption. Surely, 
we all fall somewhere between those two extremes.
   The dark cloud from which she was delivered may have been sexual, 
we are not told. What we do know is that the two Marys stood together 
at the cross, the Blessed Virgin and the woman rescued from who 
knows what darkness and despair.
   The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was 
momentous. She had gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus and 
found it empty. An angelic figure told them that Jesus was not there, 
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He had risen – and the others drifted off. But Mary stayed, reluctant to 
leave it like that. She became aware of a man nearby, whom she took 
to be the gardener. She explained to him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had 
been taken away and she didn’t know where to find Him.
   The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it was 
Jesus. She made to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because 
His resurrection was not yet complete. She was, however, to go to the 
disciples and tell them she had met Him. She did – but they wouldn’t 
believe her.
   Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very 
beating heart of the Christian gospel.

’Outside an Empty Tomb

“Oh woman, why this weeping?

Oh woman, dry your tears!

Oh woman, cease your weeping

And lay aside your fears!”

“Oh Sir, please will you tell me

Where you have laid Him now?

For you can surely tell me

What they have done, and how;

Yes how may I now find Him

And for His body care?

For I will truly care for Him

If you’ll but show me where?”

“They’ve borne away my Master!

And laid Him who knows where;

His tomb is standing empty,

And He’s no longer there.”

He said to her, “My Mary!”

She turned and met His eye

She cried with joy, “My Master!”

For she at last knew why

The tomb behind was empty

And why no body lay –

Her Master Christ is Risen

Upon this Easter Day!
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A Franciscan Benediction
May God bless us with discomfort
at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial relationships 
so that we may live from deep within our hearts. 
May God bless us with anger 
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of God’s creations 
so that we may work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
May God bless us with tears, 
shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and war, 
So that we may reach out our hands to comfort them 
and To turn their pain into joy. 
and may God bless us with just enough foolishness 
to believe that we can make a difference in the world, 
So that we can do what others claim cannot be done: 
to bring justice and kindness to all our children 
and all our neighbours who are poor.

One day a man was crossing a bridge, in life, but he was scared. 
He turned and asked God, ‘can I hold your hand so that I do not 
fall?’.   
God said ‘No, my child, I will hold your hand’. 
The man asked, ‘what is the difference?’. 
God replied ‘If you hold my hand and something happens, 
you might let go but if I hold your hand, no matter what 
happens, I will never let you go’.
May the Lord hold your hand tightly in all that you do, always.
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When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not shouting, “I’ve been saved!”
I’m whispering, “I get lost 
sometimes
That’s why I chose this way”

When I say, “I am a Christian”
I don’t speak with human pride
I’m confessing that I stumble –
needing God to be my guide

When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not trying to be strong
I’m professing that I’m weak
and pray for strength to carry on

When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not bragging of success
I’m admitting that I’ve failed
and cannot ever pay the debt

When I say, “I am a Christian”
I don’t think I know it all
I submit to my confusion
asking humbly to be taught

When I say, “I am a Christian”
I’m not claiming to be perfect
My flaws are far too visible
but God believes I’m worth it

When I say, “I am a Christian”
I still feel the sting of pain
I have my share of heartache
which is why I seek God’s name

When I say, “I am a Christian”
I do not wish to judge
I have no authority
I only know I’m loved

A poem by Carol Wimmer

Permission has been given to publish this poem. For more 
information please use the link below.
https://whenisayiamachristian.com/
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'An Aussie Blonde was sent on her way to Heaven.
Upon arrival, a concerned St Peter met her at the Pearly Gates.
‘I’m sorry, ‘St Peter said; ‘But Heaven is suffering from an overload of 
godly souls and we have been
forced to put up an Entrance Exam for new arrivals to ease the burden 
of Heavenly Arrivals.’
‘That’s cool’ said the Blonde, ‘What does the Entrance Exam consist of?’
‘Just three questions’ said St Peter.
‘Which are?’ asked the Blonde.
‘The first,’ said St Peter, ‘is, which two days of the week start with the 
letter ‘T’?
The second is ‘How many seconds are there in a year’?
The third is ‘What was the name of the swagman in Waltzing Matilda?’
‘Now,’ said St Peter, ‘Go away and think about those questions and 
when I call upon you, I shall expect you to have those answers for me.’
So the Blonde went away and gave those three questions some 
considerable thought (I expect you to do the same).
The following morning, St Peter called upon the Blonde and asked if she 
had considered the questions, to which she replied, ‘I have.’
‘Well then,’ said St Peter, ‘Which two days of the week start with the 
letter T?’
The Blonde said, ‘Today and Tomorrow.’
St Peter pondered this answer for some time, and decided that indeed 
the answer can be applied to the question.
‘Well then, could I have your answer to the second of the three 
questions’ St Peter went on, ‘how many seconds in a year?’
The Blonde replied, ‘Twelve!’
‘Only twelve’ exclaimed St Peter, ‘How did you arrive at that figure?’
‘Easy,’ said the Blonde, ‘there’s the second of January, the second of 
February, right through to the second of December, giving a total of 
twelve seconds.’
St Peter looked at the Blonde and said, ‘I need some time to consider 
your answer before I can give you a decision.’ And he walked away 
shaking his head.
A short time later, St Peter returned to the Blonde. ‘I’ll allow the answer 
to stand, but you need to get the third and final question absolutely 
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correct to be allowed into Heaven. Now, can you tell me the answer to 
the  name of the swagman in Waltzing Matilda?’
The blonde replied: ‘Of the three questions, I found this the easiest to 
answer.’
‘Really!’ exclaimed St Peter, ‘And what is the answer?’
‘It’s Andy.’
‘Andy?’
‘Yes, Andy,’ said the Blonde.
This totally floored St Peter, and he paced this way and that, 
deliberating the answer. Finally, he could not stand the suspense any 
longer, and turning to the blonde, asked ‘How in God’s name did you 
arrive at THAT answer?’
‘Easy’ said the Blonde, ‘Andy sat, Andy watched, Andy waited till his billy 
boiled.’
And the Blonde entered Heaven.'
                                                       Are you singing it now? ;-)

JESUS CHRIST: WHO WAS HE?
He was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman.
He worked in a carpenter’s shop until he was thirty, and then for three years 
he was an itinerant preacher.  
He never wrote a book.  He never held an office.  He never owned a home.
He did none of those things we usually associate with greatness.
He had no credentials but himself.
While he was still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against him.
His friends ran away.  He was turned over to his enemies.  He went through 
the mockery of a trial.  He was nailed to a cross between two thieves.
While he was dying, his executioners gambled for the only piece of propertyhe 
had on earth, and that was his coat.
When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed tomb through the pity of a 
friend.
Nineteen centuries have passed, and today he is the central figure of the 
human race.
All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that ever sailed, all the 
parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have 
not affected the life of man upon this earth as has that one solitary life.      
WHY?
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Smile Lines
Sea of Galilee       A vicar planning an Easter 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land was shaken when 
he found it would cost him £50 an hour to rent 
a boat on the Sea of Galilee. He protested to the 

travel agent that the cost was ridiculous. “That might be true,” replied 
the travel agent, “but you have to take into account that the Sea of 
Galilee is water on which our Lord Himself walked.”
“Well,” said the vicar, “at £50 an hour for a boat, I am not surprised!”
Palm Sunday visit      It was Palm Sunday, but because of a sore throat, 
five-year-old Bobby was kept home from church with his grannie. When 
the family returned home, they were carrying several palm fronds and 
Bobby asked them what they were for. “People held them over Jesus' 
head as He walked by,” his father explained. 
Bobby was aghast.  “I don’t believe it!   The one Sunday I don't go, and 
He shows up!” 
Violets?        When my husband was six years old, he thought the 
creed included the line:  "He suffered under a bunch of violets." It took 
him years before he realised that he should have been saying: "under 
Pontius Pilate." 
Outside      A little boy had spent all afternoon playing outdoors, and 
accidentally left his jacket at the end of the garden. When his mother 
realised this a couple of hours later, she told him to go back and get it. 
But by now the garden was dark, and so the little boy hesitated. “Don’t 
be frightened,” she said. “The Lord is out there too.”
That gave the little boy an idea. He opened the back door and called 
softly: 'Lord, please could you pass me my jacket?”
Signs found outside churches....
* Free Trip to heaven. Details Inside.
* Searching for a new look? Have your faith lifted here!
* Dusty Bibles lead to Dirty Lives.
* Come work for the Lord. The work is hard, the hours are long and the 
pay is low. But the retirement benefits are out of this world.
 Five exercises you’d be better off avoiding this Spring….
Jumping on the bandwagon            Wading through paperwork
Running around in circles               Pushing your luck                           
Adding fuel to the fire
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 For MPs only      At the Pearly Gates, St Peter greeted a minister and a 
Member of Parliament and gave them their room keys. "Vicar, here are 
the keys to one of our nicest single rooms. For you, Mr MP, the keys to 
our finest penthouse suite."  When the vicar protested that this was 
unfair, St Peter explained: "Look, ministers are a ten a penny up here, 
but this is the first politician we've ever seen."
Sermon           A pastor, known for his lengthy sermons, noticed a man 
get up and leave during the middle of his message. The man returned 
just before the conclusion of the service. Afterwards the pastor asked 
the man where he had gone. "I went to get a haircut," was the reply.
"But," said the pastor, "why didn't you do that before the service?"
Came the reply: "Because I didn't need one then."
Heaven        An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into 
mischief, finally asked him, "How do you expect to get into Heaven?"     
The boy thought it over and said, "Well, I'll just run in and out and in 
and out and keep slamming the door until St Peter says 'For Heaven's 
sake, Dylan, come in or stay out!'"
Dial       They have Dial-a-Prayer for atheists now.   You call up, and it 
rings and rings but nobody answers. 
I have this son…       One day a Jewish man named Leo heard from his 
son attending university: "I've decided to become a Christian, Dad." Leo 
panicked.  The only thing he could think to do was call his rabbi. "Funny 
you should come to me with this problem, Leo," says the rabbi. "Not 
two years ago my son came to me with the same speech. I had no idea 
what to do. I panicked, and the only thing I could think to do was go to 
God."    "What message did you get from God?" asked Leo. 
The rabbi laughed. "God said to me, funny you should come to me with 
this problem ...'" 
Miscellaneous observations on daily life
You can learn many things from children. For instance -  How much 
patience you have.
The biggest lie I tell myself is "I don't need to write that down, I'll 
remember it."
Getting older is just one body part after another saying, ‘Ha ha, you 
think that's bad? Watch this!’
The good thing about becoming forgetful is that you can hide your own 
Easter eggs.
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Thinking of joining a walking group?
Look no further than Whickham 
walkers -  a friendly group that 
has been going for a number of 
years.
North – it can take you into the 

Cheviot hills.  
West – as far as Brampton. South – into the Yorkshire Dales and 
East along the Northumbrian Coastal path.   All with leaders. 
We walk each Wednesday, meeting at the Glebe car park for an 8 
30am start.  We return there between 4 and 5pm.  We average 7-9 
miles, but there are pick up points along the way.
We have a private mini bus with us all day.   we charge a fee per 
walk to cover the bus and fuel.
For more information phone Win - 07766722819.
We look forward to hearing from you.
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Wise words 
• When our time on this earth is done, money or material things will not matter, but the LOVE, 

TIME, and KINDNESS we’ve given others will shine and live on FOREVER 
• Every situation in life is temporary. And when life is good, make sure you enjoy and receive it 

fully. And when life is not so good, remember that it will not last forever and better days are 
on the way. 

• Never be afraid to raise your voice for honesty and truth and compassion, against injustice 
and lying and greed. If people all over the world did this, it would change the earth. 

• The biggest difference between money and time: you always know how much 
money you have but you never know how much time you have.          
Enjoy every moment of your life. 

• People will come and go in your life, but the person in the mirror will be there 
forever; so be good to yourself. 

• Be selective in your battles for sometimes peace is better than being right 
• Let’s just make each other happy without a reason 
• Life is like a CAMERA -  focus on what is important. Capture the good times. Develop from 

the negatives.  And if things don’t work out -  Take another shot. 
• The truth is, none of us really know how much someone else is hurting. We could be 

standing right beside someone who feels completely broken or is facing the battle of their 
lives and have no idea.   Be kind, always. 

• We should be lifting each other up and cheering each other on, not trying to outshine one 
another.  The sky would be awfully dark with just one star.    

• The strongest people are the ones who are still kind after the world tore them apart. 

 



16

 
 
Holy Baptisms  
11th March              Harry Joseph Brown           Whickham 
 
           "May they grow in the faith into which they have been baptised and come to 
confirmation"   
 
Holy Matrimony 
23rd March           Andrew Below & Marie Laura Elizabeth Farthing  

 
"Those who God has joined together let no one put asunder" 

                                                  
Funerals 
23rd February Brian Thompson              87                  Whickham 
25th February Gerald Dodd                     83                 Whickham 
5th March Robert John Ellison 68  Whickham 
13th March Mavis Prior                       90                  Whickham 
22nd March  Lillian Mary Rippon         89                  Whickham 
 
 
 

"May they rest in peace and rise in glory" 
 

 
  Our life hangs by a single thread 
  Which soon is out then we are dead. 
  The boast not reader of thy might 
  Alive at noon and dead by night. 

 
   Affliction sore long time I bore 
   Physicians were in vain 
   Till God did please to take my case 
   And take from me my pain. 

 
 

                                            Seen by Michael Grave when exploring in a churchyard 
 


